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Local Nature Partnerships
Encourage and enable cross-sector working and focus

- Agree local strategies for nature
- Convene expert groups – knowledge-share; case-studies and good practice
- Facilitate delivery – e.g. joint projects; support project bids; represent NEP on project / 

programme steering groups

Support landscape-scale / strategic nature recovery

Strive for wider benefits to all – social, economic and environmental: people, 
health, food/farming, nature, economy

Speak with one voice - represent environment in decision-making: e.g. respond to 
national and local consultations on planning and environmental policy

Support and encourage local delivery of national environmental policies



• Formally recognised by Defra in 2012

• Landscape-scale

• Multi-sector, joined-up working

• Nature improvement + benefits to all

• Some of the partners we work with 
regularly…

• Buckinghamshire Council currently hosts 
the NEP – we are not separately-legally 
constituted

Bucks and MK Natural 
Environment 
Partnership: the NEP

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://bracknell-conservation.moonfruit.com/volunteer-opportunities/4534977244&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=5n9QVdGUIOfR7Qboi4GIBw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&sig2=lHtKLnjRk6BlKhUzZtu5vw&usg=AFQjCNGeGFDDSabZZvbsxDOIJhP0bPQaXw
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=zYBQVbLmOs2I7AaJ84LICw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&sig2=jdIX6bId5anKs6QfpkFdiQ&usg=AFQjCNF2uQMt6x5Zj15unwIpCpASUA9WFQ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=k4FQVZHwJaaY7gaEr4HoDw&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&sig2=Amux49o6CPoxUSDPpPynTw&usg=AFQjCNGwBcCfWl63wIZ33eiOrnCWEo-eFA


The NEP’s areas of focus

Biodiversity and Nature Recovery Delivery 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy

Nature Finance

Policy voice

Connecting people and nature
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NEP Nature Summit – LNRS 
update

David Sutherland



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

LNRS: a new system of spatial strategies 
for nature

• Required by the Environment Act 2021
• Agree priorities  & measures for nature’s 

recovery and wider environment
• Mapped “areas that could become of 

particular importance for biodiversity’
• 48 LNRSs will cover the whole of England
• Locally-led by “Responsible Authorities”
• Updates every 5 years

7



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

How does government intend LNRSs to be used? 

• A shared creation - working together on opportunities to 
deliver a wider vision for nature’s recovery

• Guide mandatory biodiversity net gain investments. 
• Channel investment into local priorities for protection and 

enhancement from both private and public
• Evidence base for local planning authorities as part of local 

plan - understand locations important for conserving and 
enhancing biodiversity and those that could become of 
particular importance



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

What does the Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
consist off?

1. What nature do we already have?

2. Priorities - what do we want?

3. Measures – how do we get there?

1. Where are the best places for nature 
now?

2. Where can we make the biggest 
difference? Map opportunity areas i.e. 
areas that could become of particular 
important

PILOT LNRS – 2020-2021



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Bucks and MK Habitat Map - Interactive mapping tool



Area of current 
Particular 
Importance for 
biodiversity



Area that could 
become of 
Particular 
Importance for 
Biodiversity



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Example of a 
Mapped measures: 
Sensitively convert 
plantations on 
ancient woodland 
sites  back to native 
broad-leaved 
woodlands 



All measures layer – 
detailing measures that 
apply to land



Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation 

 

The LNRS consultation survey opened on 10th 
February 2025 and closed on 24th March 2025 
and sought views on this draft from residents of 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes.
  
 There were 112 respondents to the 
consultation;
•  70 individual responses
•  42 responses on behalf of organisations.  



Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation

• Response was broadly warm and positive
• Welcomed depth and detail of work
• Consensus on direction of travel of species 

work - Simplification of species mapping
• Action on water environment came through 

very strongly
• Some additional sites suggested for inclusion 

or exclusion – reviewed using criteria
• Now undertaking post consultation amends to 

P&M, mapping and species work



Additional species 
mapped measure layer 
- bitterns



Additional species 
mapped measure layer 
- adders



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Next steps - and timing

• Send final publication version of LNRS to Supporting 
Authorities (MKCC and Natural England)  – (July)

• Notify neighbouring Responsible Authorities – ( July)
• Final version presented to cabinet/key decision for 

approval- including summary of all consultation responses 
and (September 25)

• Notify Secretary of State of intent to publish final LNRS – 
Sept 25

• Publish!
• Transition to delivery stage( now onwards)



LNRS delivery - envisaged activities

Coordinate partnerships and action

Build a pipeline of projects

Align funding and investment in nature recovery

Monitoring and reporting on delivery
21



Update from 
Biodiversity and 
Nature Recovery 
Delivery Groups.

Update from Farmer 
Advisor Network

Charlotte Newberry 

BBOWT



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Biodiversity and NRD Group

Mix of networking between 

partners and collaborating to 

facilitate delivery.

Nature Recovery Delivery 
Group is a sub-group 
created to focus on 
delivery of the Biodiversity 
Action Plan



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

What have we been doing?
Monitoring
- Satellite monitoring 
- Sub group set up
- Scaling up Tracking the Impact 

LNRS
- Updates on progress and feedback on the 

process

Partner Updates
- BMERC
- Waddesdon EcoHub

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs)
-   Process

Biodiversity Group Funding
- Groundwork South East – Skunk Cabbage Removal



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Farmer Advisor Network
Nature Finance
- Biodiversity Net Gain
- Pilio Test and Trial

LNRS
- Regular updates on the process and 

encouragement to engage
- Ideas on how a ‘project prospectus’ 

might work

Government Schemes
- FiPL
- ADOPT



Nature Finance Group
Update

June 2025

For information and discussion only - NEP 26



The NEP’s Nature Finance Group

• Aiming to link buyers and sellers of 
nature recovery projects 

• Planned activity to include:
• Pipeline of projects – marketing brochure 
• Corporate Network
• Nature Fund
• Learn from elsewhere

• Supporting Nature Recovery – aligned 
to delivering the LNRS

27For information and discussion only - NEP

Partner organisations include: 

The Parks Trust
Rothschild Foundation

CCB,
River Thame Conservation trust, 

Bucks Business First
Oxfordshire LNP
Pitchcott Farm

Natural England
Bucks Council

BBOWT



Pipeline of Projects….

Compile case studies and proposed 
projects – nature projects showcase

- Past projects – demonstrate impacts

- Prospective projects seeking funding

- Anticipated costs and impacts 
(environmental + wider benefits)

We will be asking for:

Project details – location, aims, 
impacts, costs

Currently testing a  spreadsheet with 
details….
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The NEP’s Matching Service….
To establish mechanisms for funding the 
projects pipeline:

Establish NEP’s MATCHING SERVICE 
(funding to nature recovery projects)

⁻ Collate and build on learning from 
elsewhere

⁻ Corporate Network - to share good 
practice, raise awareness: inaugural 
network meeting during FY 25-26

⁻ Nature Funds and attract contributors 
to funds 



The NEP’s new “Nature Fund”

• To support nature recovery 
projects – with wider benefits 

• Farmers and nature groups

• Aimed at multiple investors: 
• Corporate, Philanthropy, Local 

Authority, Other
• To support nature recovery projects – 

link funders and projects

• Aim to launch during FY 2025/26
32

For information and discussion only - NEP

Environmental 
and wider 
benefits

NATURE FUND/S

Investors 
and funders

Nature Recovery Projects 
(pipeline)

£

Reporting

Good 
practice

Case 
studies



The Parks Trust and its role in nature and 
nature recovery 

Victoria Miles CEO 



Our mission & values 

We protect the land, the 
environment and biodiversity for 
future generations. 

We support action on climate 
change. 
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We aspire to be innovative, 
creative, and forward thinking. 

We are a unique self-financing 
charity model, for the benefit of 
our communities. 

We form relationships to share 
expertise, collaborate, listen, and 
learn. 

We are one inclusive team and 
embrace diversity. 

Committed Inspirational Collaborative 

To provide beautiful parks, lakes, woods, and landscapes that 
will be loved by the people of Milton Keynes, forever.





Nature recovery runs throughout 
the Trust 
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Nature Conservation 
Volunteering 
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Nature Conservation 
Volunteering 
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Thank you.

  



Biodiversity Offsetting.
30 Years, Then What? 



Problems & Solutions 
Magiovinium 2020 Areal:


